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Due to the extreme generosity of Heather Wagner of DarkLight Stables, Whitesboro, TX and the marvels
of modern science, it is with great excitement to announce that SIX mares will be bred via AI in the
upcoming months with foals expected in spring 2023!!
Heather has graciously waived her 2022 breeding fee
to the stunning HHF Colonels Invictus to a limited
amount of American Cream mares in an attempt to
promote, preserve and protect the future of our
amazing breed! Going forward, all registered American
Cream mares will get an instant $250 off his breeding
fees in an attempt to make Artificial Inseminations
more accessible to this rare breed.
These six mares will cover the USA from "coast to
coast" as two hail from Cheryl Martin's Triple Springs
Farm in Dillwyn, VA; two more from Elizabeth Leonard's 4 Points Farm in Woodruff, SC; and the final two
from Angela Bleeker's Bonnie Lake Creams in Cheney, WA.
Stay tuned for updates as the process unfolds, and special thanks to all the wonderful Cream breeders and
owners for the care, love and support you all give our breed!

Please note: DarkLight Stables isn't the only breeder offering "Free Breeding" to registered American
Cream Drafts. Many of our stallion owners offer AI or Live Cover for free or a small charge. Check them
out on our website at https://acdha.org/stallions

National Unicorn Day Recap
National Unicorn Day was April 9th. Our horses are the true unicorns left, so why not show them
off? Our first unicorn promo was on Facebook with a photo submission in which we had 6
submissions. Check them out as there are some real beauties!
When we were asked once again to bring one or more of our beloved American Cream Draft
horses for an educational opportunity at a local living history farm on April 9th, of course I
couldn’t say no. So the next hair-brained idea I had was to offer unicorn photos to benefit MEERS
at that mid 1800s historical venue, Nash Farm in Grapevine, Texas. Grapevine is in the middle of
the Dallas-Ft. Worth metroplex, and 90% of DFW airport lies in Grapevine, so it is a major
suburban area that embraces their history and farming heritage. The farm, or what is left of it, is
just a couple of blocks from the historical downtown Main St. We have participated in educational
events there since the city purchased it in the late 90s.
We spent all day talking to people and letting them take pictures with our ACD Ike and our
traditional miniature unicorn, Ice. All proceeds from the day were given to MEERS with a total of
$365 submitted online and $80 collected in cash.
You too can be an ambassador for the American Cream! Upcoming promotional and educational
events to look for in the future will be:
June 14th is Flag Day—share pictures on Facebook—deck out your cream in red, white and blue
or the American flag
July 17th National Ice Cream Day---show up at an ice cream shop (with permission) with your
cream and share the story of ACDs, share a picture on Facebook enjoying some ice cream with
your cream or open up your barn for an ice cream with your cream event. July is also national
dairy month.
July 25th is National Cowboy Day, so get your best western duds on and share a picture on
Facebook of you and your cream all “Duded” up
October 1st is National Coffee Day---again, show up at a coffee shop (with permission) and share
your cream with coffee and share the story of ACDs! Share a picture of you and your cream
having coffee together on FB, or open up your barn to a visit with coffee and “cream”.
These types of events may not seem huge and attention getting, but it is on these types of local,
grass-roots efforts that we can share our beloved ACDs and their plight with the public. As more
and more people get away from their agrarian roots, you never know who you will touch and who
might be inclined to open their wallet and donate to MEERS or our Youth Scholarship fund. I
know this because one person we visited with at our
unicorn selfie event felt inclined to give $300!

To say Indy is my heart horse is an understatement.
I chose a half Morgan cross because I knew I wanted a
versatile horse who had the physicality and the
temperament to work across any discipline. I've had a
love of Morgans since I had my very first mare, who
was an amazing Morgan/Quarter Horse cross. I've
always known that I wanted another Morgan cross.
My in-laws have been breeding American Creams for
many years. American Cream Draft Horses represent a
rare breed that is the only draft breed to originate in
the United States. I loved their sweet dispositions and
calm temperaments, and I knew that a Morgan/Cream
cross would produce a great horse. So I convinced my in-laws to breed a Morgan mare to one of
their American Cream studs.
Independence was born on the 4th of July, 2002 to a Morgan dam and American Cream sire. He
has lived with me since he was weaned.
Throughout his life Indy has not only been an incredible ambassador for both breeds, but also a
member of my family.
Without Indy, I would have never pushed out of my comfort zone. When my family moved to West
Virginia so I could attend Meredith Manor, Indy came with us. At Meredith Manor, he began his
training in several disciplines: eventing, jumping, dressage, driving, and even vaulting.
When I enrolled at Meredith Manor, I planned on only studying dressage. Eventing and jumping
were sports that scared me, and I had no intention of learning them.
Indy changed that.
Throughout his training, Indy excelled at every discipline he was put to; but his passion was
jumping. He absolutely loved eventing and jumping, and Ididn't feel like it was fair to let my fear
get in the way.So I started learning these disciplines.
Now, not only have Indy and I competed in dressage, eventing, and jumping, but both of my boys
have ridden him as a 4-H horse in Pony Club, Western, dressage, and eventing.
Indy's performance across disciplines has caught the eye of several organizations. He's placed in
many eventing, jumping, and dressage shows, modeled for and received his own Stone Horse, and,
out of hundreds of draft crosses, Indy was chosen by the Draft Cross Breeders and Owners
Association to receive the Rising Star Award for Most Awarded Half Draft.
These honors are fantastic on their own, but they also give me an opportunity to educate people
about both Morgans and American Creams. Since Indy is a cross of two American heritage breeds,
he is an incredible ambassador for both, as he is a living showcase of both breeds' versatility,
disposition, and work ethic.

Virginia in 2022

ACDHA meeting is back on the East Coast!
The 2022 Annual ACDHA is set for October 20 -23, 2022 in Farmville, VA. Roy and Cheryl
Martin are hosting the meeting this year in Virginia!
We’ll be staying in Farmville, and we have a block of rooms reserved at the Hotel Weyanoke.
Rooms are available starting Thursday, October 20. The meeting will be Friday at the Hotel
itself and then we’ll go to Cheryl and Roy Martin’s beautiful farm on Saturday.
Hotel Weyanoke is cradled between Charlottesville and Richmond in Farmville - a central
Virginia town known for its university presence, state park accessibility, and place in history.
Just off Main Street and across from Longwood University is Hotel Weyanoke, a boutique hotel,
catering, and restaurant venue. Blending small town hospitality with large market quality and
aesthetics, Hotel Weyanoke continues to be an inspiring place to share ideas, celebrate
milestones, and try something new. Featuring 70 luxurious rooms adorned in mid-century
modern decor, a full-service restaurant, rooftop bar, with private event and meeting spaces,
Hotel Weyanoke is the ideal location for your stay.
Rates start at $169 for a traditional queen and go to $179 for a traditional king or double queen
for those of us that double up.
To ensure reservations are at the discounted rate, guests must refer to the ACDHA Group Block
when calling the hotel to make a reservation: 434-685-7500. Reservations must be made 30 days
prior to your arrival to guarantee the room and rate.
I know everyone is excited to get together for our American Cream Draft family reunion and it be
a treat to be back on the East Coast. There are several airports to fly into, depending on how far
you want to drive in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains! I know several of us will be driving in
and we hope to have a few horses coming in for the meeting!
The meeting will be Friday at the Hotel starting at 9 am, the hotel is catering a lunch for us so
that we can keep the meeting going and get everything done. It will be a “deli” style lunch with
bread, meats, cheese and salads with brownies for desert and tea and water to drink. The price
is covered by your registration fee and a donation. We will have our normal silent auctions to
raise funds for the association. Friday evening will be on your own but there is an awesome
restaurant in the hotel.
Saturday we will meet at Roy and Cheryl Martin’s Farm “Triple Springs Farms” in Dillwyn, VA.
They have an exciting day planned with breakfast being served starting at 9:30 am to 11:00 am
at a cost of $15 and you won’t go away hungry. Lunch will be served starting at 12:30 to 3:00 pm
at a cost of $20.
Also, there will several Farm Day Events including hayrides, games, presenting Milk Wagon for
pictures. There will be a raffle with proceeds going to MEERS. There will be all kinds of games.
There will be an Amish Speaker and Dr. Shane may speak on AI breeding in Drafts.
There is a registration form included in this newsletter and you will need to complete it and
return so that we will have a head count and can make sure we have enough food!!

Please mail the Registration Coupon with the $25 meeting charge with your ballots to Kerrie before
attending. If you don’t have your dues up to date, coupon on page 2, include that in the amount you
send for the meeting. All current members will get a lunch coupon and meeting notebook. The ballots
for directors will be sent out after the next newsletter. This is a reminder and will appear again in
the next newsletter.
All non-members (spouses, children and guests) will be responsible to pay for the meeting lunch.
Money will be collected before the meal.

Lunch tickets will be available when you check in! Thank you for registering and we look forward to
seeing you at the meeting and activities!

New Members

Indy's value isn't just in his performance, but in his
personality. He's gentle, level-headed, and an
absolute goober. And it's not like Indy hasn't enjoyed the
attention that he's gotten...he's a total ham. During a
dressage show, I was doing warm-ups with Indy and he
stopped in one corner and started pawing. I checked to
make sure he was okay, and seeing nothing wrong, I got
him going again; but again, he stopped in the same corner
and pawed the ground. After a couple more times, I
looked around, trying to figure out why he kept doing that. Then, I saw a woman taking pictures of
him. Indy wasn't misbehaving, he was posing! For the rest of the warm-up, I sang "You're so Vain"
to him. Now, whenever Indy pauses like that during a warm-up, I know to look for a camera.
He also loves Cheez-Its, maybe a little too much. Once, when one of
my students brought some into the arena while I was riding, Indy
followed her, cutting her like a cow until he got her into a corner and
wouldn't let her go until she gave him a Cheez-It. Once she did, he
trotted off, very pleased with himself.
Indy will be 20 this year, and this week, he underwent surgery for
string-halt (Equine Reflex Hypertonia). When I went to pick him up
at the vet, he was in the stall facing away from me with his head hanging, looking very sorry for
himself. I asked, "Indy, why'd you put yourself in the corner?" and he whinnied for me. I went into
the stall to pet him, and he put his head on my shoulder and
pulled me into a big hug.
I've made the difficult decision that, after he recovers from his
surgery, he's going to retire at our family farm. He'll spend the
rest of his days grazing the green mountain pastures and
teaching the next generation of American Cream crosses to be as
amazing as he is.
I feel absolutely blessed to have had Indy his whole life. He has been the best partner my boys and
I could have ever asked for, and I look forward to sharing this next
chapter of his life with him.

